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set your sights high at AIO
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lthough LASIK is just one form of laser vision correction
surgery available today, it is the most commonly selected
procedure. The term LASIK is an acronym for “laser assisted
in-situ keratomileusis.” This surgery uses a laser to reshape the
cornea, also known as the “windshield” of the eye, so that light entering the
eye can be focused more directly on the retina, allowing for clearer vision.
Sight is one of your most valued senses. You need trusted eye care
professionals using the latest and best technology to help you restore,
improve, or maintain that sight. The surgeons at AIO, one of the
nation’s most respected and experienced practices for over a century,
have performed more than 20,000 successful LASIK procedures. Our
commitment to the highest-caliber physicians and state-of-the-art
equipment has set the standard for eye care in areas we serve.
If you have a refractive error, such as nearsightedness (myopia),
farsightedness (hyperopia), or astigmatism, refractive surgery is a
method for correcting or improving your vision. This surgical procedure
is used to adjust your eye’s focusing ability by reshaping the cornea, or
clear, round dome at the front of your eye.
Myopia (nearsightedness): People who are nearsighted can see
objects up close but have difficulty seeing them at a distance. Myopia
is typically caused by an eye that is too long, which causes light to focus
in front of the retina instead of directly on it. Refractive surgery will
reduce the curvature of the cornea and cause light rays to focus more
directly onto the retina.
Hyperopia (farsightedness): Farsighted people can see objects at
a distance but have difficulty seeing up close. Hyperopia is typically
caused by an eye that is too short, which causes light to focus behind the
retina. Refractive surgery will reshape the cornea so that light will be
pulled closer to or directly onto the retina after surgery.
Astigmatism (the surface of the cornea is curved more like a football
than a round basketball) can be corrected with refractive surgical
techniques that selectively reshape portions of an irregular cornea to
make it smooth and symmetrical. The result is that images focus clearly
on the retina rather than being distorted due to light scattering through
an irregularly shaped cornea.
Having laser vision correction is a big decision, and like most people,
you probably have some questions and concerns. AIO continues to
be a Center of Excellence and at the forefront of technology. We are
excited to be one of the first practices in Western Pennsylvania to offer
both the Allegretto Wavelight EyeQ 400 and the Wavelight FS 200
femtosecond laser, bringing our patients the option of all laser LASIK.
Our femtosecond laser features a faster flap-creation time. Our other
unit, the Allegretto Wavelight EyeQ 400, reshapes the eye, while
compensating for the cornea’s natural shape. This flying-spot Gaussian
laser allows for a faster treatment time, and like the femtosecond laser,
better outcomes.
Associates in Ophthalmology (AIO) is a premier, multi-specialty eye care practice
with seven locations in the greater Pittsburgh area, specializing in the diagnosis
and treatment of cataracts, diseases of the cornea, retina (including diabetic
retinopathy, diabetic eye care, macular degeneration, retinal detachments,
flashes and floaters), glaucoma, and other vision correction treatments and
surgeries. If you would like additional information, please call 412.653.3080 or
visit www.aiovision.com.

Refractive surgery might be a good option for you if you: want to
decrease your dependence on glasses or contact lenses; are free of
eye disease; accept the inherent risks and potential side effects of the
procedure; understand that you could still need glasses or contacts after
the procedure to achieve your best vision; have an appropriate refractive
error.
Here at AIO, you will encounter personalized care delivered by a
team of professionals who specialize in refractive surgery. Dr. Donald
Santora, the director of refractive services, as well as Dr. Kristina Thomas
and Dr. K. Anne Jacobs are dedicated to doing everything possible to
ensure our patients’ lifelong quality of vision. They are board-certified
and set the standard of excellence for the entire refractive team. They
are nationally recognized as leaders in the diagnosis and treatment of
corneal disorders. Working with industry leaders, they develop and
evaluate innovative eye technologies, using this research to make sure
our patients are getting the very best the world has to offer.
To learn more about LASIK and other refractive procedures
available at AIO, please call 1.800.246.1000 or visit our website at
www.aiovision.com.

